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The minutes of the PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE held on 

Monday 23rd April 2012 at the Parish Office, 3 Gorringe Valley Road 
 
Present:  Cllrs’ Fran Pritchett (FP) (Chairman), Jo Carr (JC), Howard Coote (HC), Linda 
Francis (LF), Susan Hunt (SH), Colin Laycock (CL), Christina Lynn (CPL), Les Moor (LM), 
Douglas Murray (DM), John Pritchett (JP), Andy Watkins (AW), Colin Wood (CW) 
 
In Attendance: Andy Beams (AB) Parish Clerk, 13 Members of the Public 
 

Item Subject Action 
By 

P12/022 Apologies for absence 
None 

 

P12/023 To accept the minutes of the Planning and Licensing meeting 
held on 26th March 2012 
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes as an accurate and true 
record, and these were signed by Cllr Fran Pritchett (Chairman). 

 

P12/024 Declarations of interest 
Cllr Lynn declared a personal and prejudicial interest in applications 
NP/2012/0033 and NP/2012/0036. 
Cllr Watkins declared a personal interest in applications 
NP/2012/0033, NP/2012/0036 and WD/2012/0646. 
Cllr J Pritchett declared a personal interest in applications 
NP/2012/0033 and NP/2012/0036. 
Cllr Carr declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 
P12/027. 

 

 It was resolved to deal with the applications where members of the 
public had an interest first. 

 

P12/025 Certificate of Lawful Development (Existing Use) applications 
The Chair invited the Parish Clerk to outline the nature of the 
applications, and the form of response requested by the District 
Council. The Clerk explained that following advice from both 
Wealden District Council and the Parish Council solicitors, any 
response was to be based on providing evidence to support or 
refute the claims made by the applicants. 
NP/2012/0033/LDE Bramley Farm, Wannock Road, Polegate, 
BN26 5NL 
STATIONING OF MOBILE HOME , GARDEN, ASSOCIATED 
BUILDINGS AND AVIARY 
SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
A member of the public spoke to raise concerns that there were no 
animals on the farm, therefore negating the need for any home on 
the site.  
Cllr Lynn stated that the mobile home had been in place since 
2000, but had been unlawful since June 2011.  
Cllr Watkins stated that he had no doubt the mobile home had been 
in place since the date the applicant claimed, but there was no 
evidence to support the garden or aviary. Also, the mobile home 
had been subject to previous planning conditions, and Cllr Watkins 
questioned if this affected the applicants ability to apply for a lawful 

 



development certificate. 
Cllr Carr stated that although the application had been submitted to 
Wealden District Council prior to the 1st April, the case was highly 
likely to be handled directly by the South Downs National Park 
Authority. 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
Members agreed to respond as follows: 
The Parish Council has no reason to doubt the existence of the 
mobile home for the period of time stated by the applicant, but sees 
no evidence to support the existence of the garden, associated 
buildings or aviary. The Parish Council would also recommend a 
review of the previous planning conditions (WD/1997/2820, 
WD/2001/1296 and WD/2006/3065) placed upon the mobile home, 
to determine any breaches to these conditions and whether these 
may affect the ability to apply for a lawful development certificate. 
 
NP/2012/0036/LDE Jordan’s Farm, Wannock Road, Polegate, 
BN26 5PH 
STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION OF FIREWORKS AND 
ASSOCIATED PARAPHERNALIA 
SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
Members of the public expressed their concerns over discovering 
the storage had allegedly been in place for ten years without their 
knowledge, and that the site was, in some instances, only around 
100 metres from residential properties. 
The applicant stated that the site had been regularly visited by the 
Fire Service, the Police and East Sussex County Council Trading 
Standards during the whole period, and certified as safe for the 
storage. He also explained that Health and Safety guidelines 
allowed for storage to be as little as 80 metres from neighbouring 
properties, and the site therefore met the guidelines. 
Cllr Lynn stated that she did not believe all seven containers 
currently on site had been there for the claimed period. 
Cllr Watkins asked the applicant if they had all been there 
throughout, and the applicant confirmed this was true. The applicant 
was also asked about a previous application for storage at Wartling, 
where the impression was given that there was no other storage 
facility locally. The applicant explained that as Jordan’s Farm was a 
secure site, they did not advertise the location, and due to the 
difference in sizes of the two locations, they were governed by 
different licensing and planning regulations. 
A member of the public asked who had known that the site existed 
prior to this application. 
Cllr Watkins stated that Parish and District Councils had been 
aware by at least 2008, and detailed an email from Cllr Stephen 
Shing dated January 2008. 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
Members agreed to respond as follows: 
The Parish Council request proof is sought to confirm the presence 
of all seven containers for the period claimed by the applicant. The 
Parish Council also highlights the concerns of neighbouring 
residents over the proximity of their properties to the storage 
facilities. 
Planning Applications 
WD/2012/0640/F 37 Southdown Avenue, Eastbourne, BN20 9PS 
SINGLE STOREY REAR ADDITION AND GARAGE 
SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
A member of the public spoke to outline his concerns as the owner 



of the neighbouring property regarding external and internal 
alterations, including moving the toilet and bathroom which could 
cause noise nuisance, and the impact on the loss of light to his 
property. 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
Members objected for the following reason: 

 Overdevelopment of the plot 

 Impact on neighbouring property regarding loss of light 

 Internal alterations causing potential intrusive noise to 
neighbouring property 

 Concerns over roof design 
 

WD/2012/0646/F 17 Tott Yew Road, Willingdon, BN20 9QA 
ERECT SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION AT REAR 
SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
A member of the public spoke to outline concerns that although the 
application had been altered since the previously refused one, the 
size of the extension, including the false pitch roof will still impact on 
the loss of light to the neighbouring property. Concerns were also 
raised that the applicant had taken down a large number of shrubs 
in the garden, affecting the neighbouring properties privacy.  
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
Members objected for the reasons previously outlined in 
application WD/2012/0187: 

 Excessive increase in floorspace of dwelling  

 The application represents a significant 
overdevelopment of the plot 

 The design is not in keeping with the current character 
and appearance of the existing building 

 If approved, the application sets a dangerous precedent 
which could lead to a major change in the mix and 
design of the existing housing stock in the area 

 Some of the details on the site plan have raised 
concerns over their accuracy, and appear to give 
misleading information 

 The committee would recommend, as a minimum, a site 
visit from the planning committee 

 In addition, Members have concerns regarding the 
removal of the garage and the impact on the drainage 
gulley, and recommends a full archaeological survey is 
completed due to the believed presence of a roman 
road in the location. 

 
WD/2012/0612/FR 9 Gorringe Valley Road, Willingdon, BN20 9SX 
RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF SHOP 
FRONT INCLUDING ENTRANCE DOOR AND NEW FASCIA. 
MINOR INTERNAL ALTERATIONS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 
 
WD/2012/0630/F Freshwater Square, Anderida Road, Willingdon 
BN22 0PR 
EXTENSION OF EXISTING CAR PARKING FACILITIES 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
Members would encourage the application to provide extended 
parking facilities, and recommends the existing surface and 
drainage is also improved during the works. 
 



WD/2012/0672/F 35 Wannock Gardens, Polegate, BN26 5PA 
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BRICK WALL GLASS ROOF SUN 
ROOM AND THE ERECTION OF A SINGLE STOREY SIDE/REAR 
EXTENSION TO FORM A NEW LOUNGE COMPLETE WITH 
ASSOCIATED WORKS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 
 
WD/2012/0763/F 10 Glen Close, Wannock, Polegate, BN26 5TG 
PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO REAR AND 
ALTERATIONS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 
 
WD/2012/0773/F 6 The Paragon, Wannock Lane, Willingdon, BN20 
9SH 
PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION AT SIDE AND REAR 
INCLUDING INTEGRAL GARAGE. DEMOLITION OF THE 
EXISTING DETACHED GARAGE 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 
 
WD/2012/0818/F 20 Coopers Hill, Willingdon, BN20 9JE 
CONVERSION OF GARAGE, PITCH ROOF OVER REAR 
EXTENSION AND ERECT GARAGE AT FRONT 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 
 
WD/2012/0841/F 14 Wannock Avenue, Eastbourne, BN20 9RP 
DEMOLITION OF LEAN-TO PORCH, PROVISION OF 
EXTENSION AND ASSOCIATED ALTERATIONS 
Councillors’ comments and observations 
No objections 

P12/026 Planning Decisions 
Approved 
WD/2012/0302/F 6 Wannock Avenue, Eastbourne, BN20 9RS 
WD/2012/0357/F 58 Wannock Avenue, Willingdon, BN20 9RH 
Refused 
WD/2012/0167/F 14 Wannock Avenue, Eastbourne, BN20 9RP 
WD/2012/0187/F 17 Tott Yew Road, Willingdon, BN20 9QA 

 
 

P12/027 Proposed modifications to the Core Strategy Development 
Plan Document 
Members were informed the modifications were now available for 
consultation, and that representations had to be submitted to by 
23rd May. Members were requested to provide any comments to the 
Clerk by 16th May in order for a Parish response to be collated. 

 
 

P12/028 Shepham Wind Farm – Community Benefit Fund meeting 
The Clerk informed Members of an invitation to meet with 
GallifordTry to discuss the Community Benefit Fund they propose to 
set up if the wind farm application is approved.  
RESOLVED: The Clerk to arrange an initial meeting, and inform 
Members of the date for any to attend who wish to do so. 

 
 
 
 

AB 

P12/029 Urgent items and items for referral to next agenda 
The Clerk informed Members of an update from Wealden District 
Council concerning the Towermill Place development. Another 
meeting is to be arranged to view the final plan prior to submission 
for planning permission. 

 
 

 Meeting closed at 8.20pm. Date of the next meeting Monday 
21st May 7.00pm  

 

 


