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The minutes of the RECREATION COMMITTEE held on Tuesday 26th August 2014  

at Willingdon Community School, Broad Road, Willingdon 
 
 

Present:  Cllrs’ Martin Cooper (MC), Bonnie Beck (BB), Ron Cussons (RC), John Martin (JM), Richard Nunney (RN), 
Fran Pritchett (FP), John Pritchett (JP), Raymond Shing (RS) 
In Attendance: Andy Beams – Parish Clerk (AB), 1 member of the public 
 

Item Subject Action 
By 

R14/024 Apologies and Councillors Not Present 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Howard Coote and Colin Laycock. Cllr Jo Carr was not present. 
 

 

R14/025 To accept the minutes from the meeting held on 7th April 2014 
 
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes as an accurate and true record, and these were signed by Cllr 
Martin Cooper (Chair) 
 

 

R14/026 Declarations of interest 
 
All Councillors declared an interest in items relating to Huggetts Lane Recreation Ground as 
trustees. The Clerk has granted a general dispensation to allow discussion on Huggetts Lane 
Recreation Ground. 
 

 

R14/027 Public Question Time 
 
SUPSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
None 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
 

 

R14/028 To elect Vice-Chairman of committee 
 
RESOLVED: Cllr Carr was nominated by Cllr Cooper and seconded by Cllr Beck as Vice –
Chairman of the committee (subject to her agreement). 
 

 
 
 
 

R14/029 To agree terms of reference for committee 
 
The Clerk had circulated suggested terms of reference for consideration. Cllr Cooper recommended 
adding under areas of responsibility overseeing the day to day maintenance of the recreation 
grounds. 
RESOLVED: Members agreed the terms of reference including the additional point recommended 
by Cllr Cooper.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R14/030 Reports from cricket and football clubs 
 
None were received. Members expressed their disappointment at the lack of attendance and/or 
receipt of reports from the clubs, and the Clerk was asked to contact them again requesting their 
future attendance, or at least a written report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

R14/031 Updates on pavilion projects 
 
Cllr Cooper provided an overview of the joint meeting held with Willingdon cricket club and the 
scouts to discuss the possibility of a shared use building at Huggetts Lane. Preliminary plans are 
being drawn up at present, although concern remains with regard to receiving planning permission 
as the new building is likely to be substantially bigger. 
The Clerk updated Members with regard to progress at Jevington, with surveys about to be 
undertake prior to submitting the planning application. Cllr F Pritchett raised concerns at the cost, 
and questioned if Council had ever agreed for the project to go ahead. The Clerk was asked to 
check the minutes to confirm what resolutions had been made. 

 

http://www.willingdonandjevington.org.uk/


R14/032 Tott Yew Recreation Ground 
 

(a) Gates - Cllr Cooper informed Members of the situation at present with regard to locking the 
gates, and asked Members to consider whether it was worth locking the gates due to the 
low surrounding fences. Members discussed the situation, and agreed to continue with the 
current locking arrangements. 

(b) Basketball - A resident had suggested replacement of the existing basketball equipment 
with a sturdier frame, board and hoop as the existing one has been damaged and replaced 
on several occasions. Members agreed in principal that this was a popular facility, but felt 
that the surrounding concrete area was also in need of repair/replacement as this was in 
poor condition. Cllr Martin suggested the possibility of obtaining grant funding for the project 
if Council agreed to proceed. 

RESOLVED: The Clerk was requested to check the measurements for the concrete area and obtain 
quotes for the next meeting. 

(c) Hedges and Trees – the Clerk informed Members of a concern raised by a resident where 
youths were climbing over the hedge into gardens to retrieve balls. Members agreed that 
keeping the hedges tidy was the Council’s responsibility, but any concerns over trespassing 
should be directed to the police. 

 

 

R14/033 Huggetts Lane Recreation Ground 
 

(a) Football pitch works – The Clerk informed Members of a request from Willingdon Football 
Club to complete works on the pitch. A quote had been obtained and would cost £180 plus 
VAT. Members discussed the situation and agreed the football club should pay towards the 
cost. 

RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact the football club and request payment of 50% of the total cost of 
the works. No works to take place until the football club have agreed to meet the cost. 

(b) Parking signs – Members discussed the placing of polite notices on the exterior fence 
asking people to park considerately, without blocking the pavement for wheelchair and 
pushchair users. 

RESOLVED: The Clerk to speak to PCSO to agree suitable wording and place signs on the fence 
from the end of the yellow lines to the gate near the roundabout. 
 

 

R14/034 Huggetts Lane Trustees 
 
Members were now aware of the situation whereby all Councillors are automatically trustees. Due to 
it being registered as a charitable trust, this could not be undone, and this had been checked with 
the charities commission. To date, the Clerk has completed the annual return to the charities 
commission, and in future an annual meeting of the trustees will be held, on the same date as the 
annual meeting of the Council. 
 

 

R14/035 Fields In Trust 
 
Members had been circulated the information regarding Fields in Trust, and Cllr Cooper reported 
that Cllr Watkins had raised the idea of registering Tott Yew Recreation Ground. Members 
discussed the idea, but felt there was sufficient protection for the recreation ground at this time, and 
concerns were raised about the restrictions and future problems registering could bring. 
RESOLVED: Not to register Tott Yew recreation ground with Fields in Trust at this time. 
 

 

R14/036 Risk Management 
 
None 
 

 

R14/037 Any urgent items 
 
Cllr Martin reported that on occasions, the gates at Huggetts Lane were not being locked. Members 
agreed that it was a good time for the Clerk to write to the key holders and remind them of the need 
to lock the gates as advertised. 
Cllr J Pritchett reported that he had received abusive phone calls from a resident complaining about 
flooding in her property adjacent to Huggetts Lane recreation ground. This was not the first time he 
had been phoned by the resident, and he felt this was not acceptable. Members agreed for the 
Clerk to contact Hedleys Solicitors and arrange a suitable letter to be sent to the resident 
concerned. 
 

 

 Meeting closed at 8.30 pm. Date of next meeting Monday 27th October 2014.  

 


