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 Willingdon and Jevington Parish Council Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 27th February 2012 at 

Willingdon Primary School 
 
Present: Cllrs’ John Pritchett (JP) (Chairman), Bonnie Beck (BB), Jo Carr (JC), Martin 
Cooper (MC), Howard Coote (HC), Linda Francis (LF), Susan Hunt (SH), Ray Ingram (RI), 
Christina Lynn (CPL), John Martin (JM), Les Moor (LM), Douglas Murray (DM), Fran 
Pritchett (FP), Raymond Shing (RS), Stephen Shing (SS), Colin Wood (CW) 
 
Also present: Andy Beams (AB) (Parish Clerk), 19 Members of the Public 
 

Item Subject Action 
By 

C12/001 Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs Ron Cussons and Colin Laycock  

 

C12/002 Declaration of interest relating to items on this agenda  
Cllr Ingram declared an interest in item C12/006. 

 

C12/003 To accept and adopt the minutes held from the meetings held 
on Monday 28th November 2011  
RESOLVED: To accept and adopt the minutes as a true and 
accurate record, the minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

 

C12/004 Co-option for Councillor vacancy 
Mr Andy Watkins spoke in support of his written statement 
previously supplied to all Members. A written ballot was completed 
by all Members, and returned to the Clerk for collating the result. 
RESOLVED: The result declared 13 in favour, 1 against and 2 
abstentions. Accordingly, Mr Andy Watkins was co-opted to 
Willingdon and Jevington Parish Council. Cllr Watkins signed the 
Declaration of acceptance of Office, and joined Members for the 
remainder of the meeting. 

 

C12/005 SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
Public Question time 
A Member of the Public raised concerns over a rat problem in the 
Wenthill Gardens area. The problem had been reported to Wealden 
District Council, and they were in the process of taking action. It 
was pointed out that the situation was not being helped by a 
number of nearby residents scattering food for birds, and a number 
of addresses were highlighted to the Clerk. 
Cllr Martin pointed out that while the Parish Council could not stop 
people feeding the birds, we could remind residents of the benefits 
of using approved bird feeders. 
The other Members of the Public were present for item C12/006 
and the Chairman agreed to suspend standing orders at that point 
on the agenda to allow them to speak. 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
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C12/005 Policing Report 
Members noted the report previously circulated. 

 
 

C12/006 Rabbit control on Jevington recreation ground. 
Cllr Ingram had previously provided to Members a copy of an online 
petition he had raised, targeting the Parish Council, which stated 
‘rabbits were periodically slaughtered to play cricket on the land’. 
Cllr Ingram spoke of the Pests Act 1954 and stated that he saw no 
reason to kill the rabbits. 
SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 
A Member of the Public stated their support for Cllr Ingram’s 
campaign, and stated that alternative methods of control should be 
investigated. 
Cllr John Pritchett pointed out the duty of care the Parish Council 
have to all users of the recreation grounds, and that following a visit 
a few days earlier, there were currently a number of rabbit holes in 
the ground which were potentially dangerous hazards. 
A Member of the Public who had been resident in Jevington for 18 
years asked the Clerk how many complaints regarding control of 
rabbits had been received prior to Cllr Ingram launching his 
campaign. 
The Clerk replied that he had been Clerk for almost 2 years, and 
during that period no complaints had been received. 
The same Member of the Public stated that at the most recent 
Jevington and Filching Residents Association meeting, a large 
number of residents had attended and none had raised an issue 
with the control of rabbits. He asked Cllr Ingram if this was therefore 
a personal issue, to which Cllr Ingram replied ‘yes’.  
A Member of the Public representing an animal welfare group 
spoke, stating that the main issue that concerned him was the 
Parish Council using ferrets, and that a more humane method 
should be considered. 
The Parish Clerk confirmed the detail of the Pests Act 1954, which 
had previously been issued to all Members, which clarified the legal 
position, namely that landowners ‘have a continuing obligation to kill 
or take any wild rabbits living on, or resorting to, their land’. 
REINSTATE STANDING ORDERS 
Cllr Stephen Shing made a proposal, seconded by Cllr Francis that 
the control of rabbits at Jevington recreation ground be referred 
back to the Recreation Committee to agree a formal policy for 
recommendation to Full Council. This was put to the vote, and 
agreed by the majority of Members. 
RESOLVED: The Recreation Committee to agree a policy for 
recommendation to the next Full Council meeting. In the meantime, 
the cricket club to continue maintaining the recreation ground in 
accordance with the law. 
 
After the resolution, the Clerk read a letter from the Chairman of the 
Jevington Sports and Cricket Club registering a formal complaint 
against Cllr Ingram. 
Cllr Ingram then left the meeting at 8.35pm with a number of 
members of the public. 
Cllr Carr recommended to Members that the Clerk investigate with 
the Parish solicitors the possibility of forcing the removal of the 
online petition, as the content was both inaccurate and threatening 
in nature. Also, there were concerns that both Councillors and 
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Parish Council staff could potentially be targeted by any extreme 
elements. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact the Parish solicitors to 
investigate measures to remove the online petition.   

 
 

AB 

C12/007 Parish Council Website 
The Clerk requested feedback on the new website, and Members 
generally agreed that the design and layout was good. 
Cllr Stephen Shing pointed out that the links from Wealden District 
Council and East Sussex County Council’s websites had not been 
updated and were currently not working. The Clerk agreed to 
resolve this issue. The Clerk also informed Members of the option 
to sign up for a free ‘make-over’ of the site after 5 years, which 
required a resolution of the Council and a letter signed by the 
Council Chairman and Clerk. 
RESOLVED: To agree to sign up to the free ‘make-over’ and for the 
Clerk to prepare a suitable letter for signature.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 

C12/008 Training for Councillors 
The Clerk provided another update of training opportunities for 
Councillors, and invited any Members interested to contact him to 
book places. 
Cllr John Pritchett was concerned that the Localism conference was 
in East Grinstead and requested the Clerk contact SALC and 
request Trevor Leggo attend a Parish meeting to discuss Localism, 
where other local Councils could be invited to share the cost. 
The Clerk informed Members that this had previously been 
requested, and SALC had declined as it was not possible to attend 
every Parish Council meeting to deliver this. This was why a 
conference had been organized. However, the Clerk would make 
another request to SALC. 

 

C12/009 Report of Council Chairman 
Members noted the report. 

 

C12/010 Reports of County and District Councillors. 
Members noted the reports. 
Cllr Stephen Shing added that there was a consultation underway 
from East Sussex County Council regarding the future of the library 
service. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk to find details of the consultation and copy 
to all Members. 

 
 
 
 
 

AB 

C12/011 Reports of Committee Chairman 
Members noted the reports from the Planning and Cemetery 
Chairman. Cllr Fran Pritchett added to her report that she and Cllr 
John Pritchett were attending Wealden’s planning meeting to 
emphasise the concerns over the development and traffic calming 
issues. 
Cllr Martin provided a verbal report for the Amenities Committee. 
Cllr Francis provided a verbal report for the Finance & Policy 
Committee. 
Cllr Martin left the meeting 9.05pm. 

 

C12/012 Minutes for Adoption by Full Council 
RESOLVED: To accept and adopt the minutes of the meetings 
listed below 
a) Amenities 30/01/2012                                          Cllr J Pritchett 
b) Cemetery 23/01/2012                                          Cllr J Pritchett 
c) Finance and Policy 13/02/2012                           Cllr L Francis 
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d) Planning 12/12/2011, 09/01/2012, 30/01/2012   Cllr F Pritchett 
e) Recreation 06/02/2012                                        Cllr M Cooper 

C12/013 Reports of Parish Representatives 
Members noted the reports previously received.  
Cllr Raymond Shing asked whether the Community Police 
messaging service, mentioned in the Neighbourhood Panel report, 
was via text message. Cllr Fran Pritchett explained it was an email 
system, and how the system worked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C12/014 Financial Matters – Report from RFO 
a) Bank reconciliations to 31/01/2012  
b) Payments 24/11/2011 to 22/02/2012  
Members noted the report from the RFO. 
Cllr Raymond Shing asked why a payment was made for cleaning 
supplies at Huggetts Lane. The Clerk explained that although the 
cleaning was now carried out by the football and cricket club, the 
Parish Council still periodically paid for the provision of cleaning 
supplies.  
RESOLVED: To accept the bank reconciliations and payments 

 

C12/015 Any other urgent items - for noting or reference to next agenda 
for Council or appropriate committee. 
Cllr Lynn informed Members of a charity concert in aid of the RNIB 
on 14th April at Wannock Hall. She would welcome any Member 
who wanted to attend, and would also be grateful for any donations 
as raffle prizes. 
Cllr Wood expressed his disappointment at Cllr Ingram’s decision to 
leave the meeting after the agenda item concerning rabbit control.  

 

 Meeting closed at 9.17 pm. Date of next meeting Monday 14th 
May 2012 7.30pm at Jevington Hall. 

 

 


