
 

 
                                                    The minutes of the PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Held on Monday 2nd October 2017 
At 7.30pm. 

At 
WILLINGDON COMMUNITY SCHOOL, BROAD ROAD 

 
Present:  Fran Pritchett (FP) (Chair), M Cooper (MC), C Lynn (CL), L Moor (LM), John Pritchett BEM (JP),  

Andy Watkins (AW)   
 

In Attendance:  Stephen Keogh (SK) – Parish Clerk 9 members of the public 
  Stephen Shing (County Councillor) 
   

Item Subject Action 
By 

P17/317 Apologies and Councillors not present 
 
Howard Coote who was on holiday  
Susan Hunt who has offered her resignation from the Council. 
 

 
 
 
 

P17/318 To accept the minutes from the meeting held on 11th September 2017 
 
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes of 11th September 2017 as an accurate and true record and these 
were signed by Cllr F Pritchett. 
 
Cllr John Pritchett asked that the no right turn at The Triangle road entrance by Wilmoth’s, should be 
included in any response to the Access Corridor. 
 

 
 

SK 

P17/319 Declarations of interest 
 
There were Declarations of Interest from 
 
Cllr J Pritchett as he had worked for the Vine Family and was a Member of the Manor Park Surgery 
PPG 
Cllr F Pritchett who knows the Vine family and worked at the University of Brighton 
Cllr A Watkins who is a Member of the Downland PPG and knows the owners of 12 Meadows Road. 
 

 

P17/320 Public Question Time 
Cllr F Pritchett read a letter from Kelvin Williams regarding the local plan and the current issues 
affecting the proposed developments in Wealden. 
  
Standing Orders Suspended. 
The Applicant spoke for three minutes: 
 
The main concern he was aware of was the increase in the number of properties from the original 
700 to the current 1100. 
The reasons were varied - 5 year land supply was not being met, the number of homes only used 
60% of the land at the location. 
The school land was to be gifted 
The Medical Centre would be provided on site  
Sussex flint wall barn to be developed as community building. 
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More hedges and trees, 
Bespoke layout - Developer will need to meet the vision of the landowner. 
Try to keep the ‘feel’ of farmland without the farm work ongoing. 
All the studies have been carried out in detail. 
All the planning has been thorough to ensure a pleasant development is provided for the 
community. 
The Landowner would ensure that the build was slow to reduce the effect on the residents. 
 
A Resident of Eastbourne who has initiated the Judicial Review of the Brodricklands Farm/Hamlands 
Farm development proposal commented: 
The planning application should be supported as it is already in the previous local plan from 2008-
2013. 
The planning system cannot be held back due to the issues of the District Council, as the surveys and 
information has already been completed and are in the old (unadopted) local plan. 
The site has been identified as a location for 700 homes. 
The presumption to build is planning policy. 
 

P17/321 Planning applications 
WD/2017/1932/FA 12 MEADOWS ROAD, WILLINGDON, BN22 0NF 

No Objections 

The new look is aesthetically better than the previous plan. 

WD/2017/1942/MEA MORNINGS MILL FARM, EASTBOURNE ROAD, WILLINGDON, BN20 9NY 

Cllr Watkins comments 

If approved this application would lead to the final urbanisation of the whole of Willingdon. 

I note that pre application advice has been given by WDC on four occasions but no notes/advice 

given has been posted on the website and I feel that Wealden should have made that advice public. 

At no time in previous Draft Local Plans or the Core Strategy has Wealden ever agreed this level of 

development on this site.  We already have 390 dwellings approved at Brodricklands Farm subject of 

course to the judicial review; this one is for 1100 and there is still the County Council land so we have 

probably well over 1500 extra dwellings now proposed. Wealden last told us that in the emerging 

Local Plan they were looking at just 108 extra dwellings for the whole of Polegate and Willingdon and 

no business use on this site.  If this application is approved the green lung across this land that we 

have always asked for would not be provided. 

Development of this area has always been subject to necessary road infrastructure being provided. 

Once again the opportunity has not been taken to provide a vehicular access from Dittons Road or 

Golden Jubilee Way which would open up direct access to the wider road network.  Instead the 

applicants have tried to squeeze a quart into a pint pot on Eastbourne Road; a road which we all 

know is already subject to considerable pressures. 

The proposed access arrangements do not take into account the proposals in the Hailsham, Polegate 

and Eastbourne Movement and Access Corridor (HPE MAC) Consultation. The Stage 1 Safety Audit is 

not satisfactory clearly showing that more details need to be provided.  It is already accepted that 

car travel will be slowed by the HPE MAC proposals. This application will result in much higher levels 

of traffic on the Eastbourne Road making it even slower with more pollution. 

Given the level of traffic using the Broad Road junction with the A2270 which will increase with the 

expanded Willingdon Community School and the proposed move of the Medical Centre, the 

opportunity should have been taken to have a signalled cross roads at that junction to provide access 

 
 
 
 
 
 



to the site. The extra traffic in my view also requires changes to be made at The Triangle to ease 

access on to the Eastbourne Road. 

The proposal seems to be a stand-alone community without measures being taken to integrate it 

with the rest of Willingdon. 

There is no connectivity to the Brodricklands Farm development site or any attempt to integrate with 

that part of Willingdon. 

Since the build out is anticipated to take many years and past the end of the next Local Plan period, 

construction traffic is likely to blight the estate for a long time. There is nothing to indicate that there 

will be a separation of that traffic from the new residents and those using the new paths and roads 

to the new Medical Centre and schools. 

Whilst I welcome the proposal for a much needed and long waited new medical centre – we have 

waited for that for over 50 years.   I feel there are problems with the application both in the way the 

development is proposed to take place and with the proposal for access. 

It is clear that the District Council is not in a position to determine applications which have the 

potential to adversely affect the Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation (SAC) unless it is 

demonstrated that they will not damage the SAC any further. That is not demonstrated here. 

I feel we should object to this application and ask for it to be refused and propose that the new 

medical centre be brought forward as a separate application. 

Cllr Murrays Comments: 

This is application for a major development which will have the effect of completing the urbanisa-

tion of the area from the A27, through Polegate and Willingdon to the sea.  Since the Second World 

War this has been relentless. For all those who settled in Willingdon to enjoy the amenity benefits of 

the open landscape, the last aspect will be finally removed changing its character forever. The situa-

tion is far worse than what was envisaged at the time of Wealden’s Planning Core Strategy 2013 

when 700 (rather than 1100) dwellings were envisaged in this area, because the “green buffer”  be-

tween Mornings Mill Farm and Eastbourne was removed when Wealden agreed unfortunately for 

Outline Planning permission for 390 dwellings on Brodricklands Farm in 2016.  

Additional negative issues are the additional population will place further pressure on local infra-

structure, which is already stretched, and particularly on the A2270, A27 and A22. Local schools will 

be more crowded initially until ESCC builds more capacity. This will be an increase of about 30% to 

Willingdon’s housing stock. 

However, there are financial benefits accruing to Local Government: the New Homes Bonus which is 

currently around £10,000 per dwelling but due to be reduced and there is the Community Infrastruc-

ture Levy at around £150 per sq m in Willingdon both of these theoretically could provide around 

£10 million and £15 million respectively though both are subject to reduction and changes in the leg-

islation.   

At the moment Wealden are in a difficult position with only a 2.61 year housing supply against the 5 

years that the Government decrees is necessary before planning applications are refused unless 

there are extremely valid reasons; eg building on a flood plain. Though the Government is gung-ho 

on building there are environmental restraints which might be relevant.  Following the determina-

tion that vehicle nitrogen oxides emissions are causing loss of flora (heaths) in the Ashdown Forest, 

Wealden has to take this into account and act to prevent it. In the emerging WDC Local Plan, reflect-

ing this and other factors, the number of dwellings allocated to the Polegate & Willingdon Develop-

ment Boundary is only108. This vehicle pollution has to be taken into account when determining 



planning permissions and unless the applicants can persuade planners that they can provide mitiga-

tion measures approval, might be more difficult.    

Sadly from the outline plans there is no obvious attractive aspect either in the layout of the estate or 

the character of the development; just further urbanisation and quite unlike the residential develop-

ments in towns like Bath and Brighton with their terraces, crescents and squares -  a complete lack 

of any architectural merit. That might be changed but looking at the outline unlikely. This is disap-

pointing but what we have to endure.  

Cllr John Pritchett’s Comments: 

The new school which has been proposed is a great asset but with 1100 homes the extra spaces 

would not be enough.  A new education complex could be built with all the modern facilities both 

inside and out.  The new facility would take the issue of parking away from the residential areas. This 

would then leave some space at the old school site for residential development. 

The transport links need to be improved with a road accessing the Dittons Road and Jubilee Way 

with a bridge over the railway line and away from the residential centre of the village. 

The Travel and transport structure needs to be linked to this scheme if it is to be approved. 

Cllr Fran Pritchett’s comments 

I agree with all the points made by Cllr A Watkins.  Additionally water removal is not clearly indicated 

and the Pevensey levels Management board have stated this in their document.  More details are 

required. 

It has previously been stated by a Planning Inspector that no planning would be approved until the 

appropriate infrastructure was in place. 

It is not possible to make a clear decision at the current time due to the unknown results of the air 

pollution and the ongoing tests which are being made which will affect the Local Plan which is not 

yet available. 

Cllr S Shing’s Comments – Spoke from the Audience 

Many of the possible positive issues – CiL and New Homes Bonus- may be gone before the decision 

can be made. 

Cllr A Watkins proposed we turned the application down, Cllr L Moor seconded the motion and there 

was a unanimous vote against it. 

Cllr S Shing left the meeting. 

WD/2017/2146/F 1 THE DENE, WILLINGDON, EASTBOURNE, BN20 9SY 

No Objections 

WD/2017/1978/F 14 MEADOWS ROAD, WILLINGDON, EASTBOURNE, BN22 0NF 

No Objections 

The development at the property next door has set a precedent. 

WD/2017/1979/LB MILL COTTAGE, 22 OLD MILL LANE, WANNOCK, POLEGATE BN26 5NQ 

No Objections 

WD/2017/2210/F 27 OLDFIELD ROAD, WILLINGDON, EASTBOURNE, BN20 9QD 



No Objections 

If the development is to be agreed then obscured glass should be fitted in windows overlooking the 

neighbours. 

WD/2017/2103/F 151 EASTBOURNE ROAD, LOWER WILLINGDON, BN20 9NB 

No Objections 

P17/322 Planning Decisions 
 

Plan Number & Address Decision 
WD/2017/1741/F  9 Seven Sisters Road, Lower Willingdon, BN22 0QS Approve 

 

 
 
 
 

P17/323 Hailsham, Polegate and Eastbourne Movement & Access Corridor - Consultation 

The Members of the Planning Committee AGREED that the Finance & General Purposed Committee 
would draft a response to the access Corridor Consultation. 

 

P17/324 Proposed Expansion of Willingdon Community School- Consultation 
The Members of the Planning Committee AGREED that the Finance & General Purposed Committee 
would draft a response to the Proposed Community School Expansion.  

 

P17/325 Response to Parish Clerks Letters 
The response from Marina Brigginshaw regarding local planning issues in Willingdon was NOTED  
 
The response from Cllr Newton regarding the public speaking at Committee meetings was NOTED 
 

 

P17/326 Urgent items – for noting or referral to next agenda, for Full Council or appropriate 
committee/sub-committee 
Cllr Cooper asked that substitutes be informed as early as possible if they were needed to attend a 
meeting. 
 

 
 

NW/SK 

P17/327 Date of next meeting Monday 23rd October 2017  

 
Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 

 
 

Signed………………………………………………Chairman   Date…………………………….. 


