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Office Hours 9 am to 1 pm 
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Willingdon   
East Sussex BN20 9PJ  Telephone / Fax: 01323 489603 
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The minutes of the PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Held on Monday 7th January 2019 
At 6.30pm. 

At 
WILLINGDON COMMUNITY SCHOOL, BROAD ROAD 

 
Present:  F Pritchett (FP) (Chair), H Coote (HC), C Lynn (CL), Les Moor (LM), Douglas Murray (DM), Ian Nisbet (IN), 

 J Pritchett BEM (JP), Andy Watkins (AW). 
 
In Attendance:  Stephen Keogh (SK) – Parish Clerk and 50 residents 
   

Item Subject Action 
By 

P19/510 Apologies and Councillors not present 
 
There were no apologies. 
 
Cllr S Shing was in the audience. 

 
 
 

P19/511 To accept the minutes from the meeting held on 17th December 2018 
 
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes of 17th December 2018 as an accurate and true record and these 
were signed by Cllr F Pritchett (Chair). 
 

 
 

 

P19/512 Declarations of interest 
 
Cllr Murray and Cllr S Shing declared non-pecuniary interest in all applications as Members of Wealden 
District Council Planning Committee South. Cllr S Shing declared a further interest as a County 
Councillor. 
 
All other members of the Committee declared non pecuniary interests in WD/2017/1942/MEA as 
members of WiLLRA who had submitted an objection and some had submitted personal objections. 
 

 

P19/513 Public Question Time 
 
The Clerk gave a verbal report regarding the recent process to draft a submission from the Council 
 
Cllr F Pritchett read out a draft objection prepared by the Large Development Sub Committee to be 
considered by the Committee. 
 
*Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to speak.* 
 
Residents indicated their support for the draft objection. 
 
A resident asked what would the impact on the NHS and local hospital be. 
Cllr Murray explained that the issues of the NHS were not within the responsibilities of local 
authorities but can be included in the resident’s submission as a concern. 
 
DM explained that the emerging local plan would have more influence, once it has been submitted to 
inspectors, once it is being reviewed it would be seen as ‘live’. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.willingdonandjevington.org.uk/


Residents were concerned about the location of schools if there were a number of new children in the 
area, this would cause more pressure on local schools, but due to the numbers and the locations of 
schools, this would also add to the transport problems on the major roads. 
 
Cllr Lynn was concerned that there may be a school in a neighbouring Village which may affect the 
traffic to and from Willingdon, with some residents attending schools out of the Parish, while a 
number of non-parishioners attend the local schools. 
 
Residents also felt that the A27 was in need of improvement, 
Cllr J Pritchett explained that there were improvements to be made to junctions, but these may not be 
enough. 
 
Concern was expressed about the amount of traffic on the A2270 and congestion on minor roads. 
 
Residents were keen to know more about the way to oppose and object to plans and projects in the 
area.  Cllr Pritchett directed these people to contact the Parish Council office. 
 
Cllr Lynn was also concerned that due to recent issues with the late running of buses and the services 
being removed that residents are being forced to use cars, this will add to congestion. 
 
One resident explained that there is a need for more sports and recreation facilities and that this 
should be encouraged. However there is also a concern that some facilities already in the area are 
underused. 
 
The applicant spoke, outlining some of the reasoning behind the proposal. 
He said that Wealden District Council had encouraged land owners to come forward with proposals in 
the area and that this was a sustainable and well thought out proposal which could be a success in the 
area. The majority of the properties would be small and would be in keeping with the Village. 
The project may not be perfect but with some dialogue and discussion it may be acceptable to 
residents. There would be affordable housing and opportunities for employment, with the proposal. 
 
If the development is not approved the land would stay as a farm. 
He said that although it had not been proposed he thought it feasible to have a roundabout at the 
junction of the A2270 and Broad Road. 
 
A resident commented that there is no really safe access for pedestrians to access the new estate from 
the rest of Willingdon, as there is a need to cross the busy A2270. 
 
A resident asked whether with 93 letters of objection already on the website, how many would be 
needed to affect the outcome. 
Cllr Murray explained that all would be read, but the number is not relevant as some of the comments 
may not be planning matters. 
 
The influence of the government targets and issues surrounding the Ashdown Forest may also affect 
the decision. 
 
Cllr S Shing commented that the District Appears to be building properties which will service 
neighbouring towns housing needs, rather than Wealden’s. 
 
Cllr F Pritchett thanked everybody for their contributions and encouraged all residents to follow up 
their interest by writing to the District Council. 
 
*Standing orders were reinstated.* 
 

P18/504 Planning applications 
 
WD/2017/1942/MEA Mornings Mill Farm, Eastbourne Road, Willingdon, BN20 9NY. 
 
This is an outline application with all matters reserved, except for the means of access from East-
bourne road, for the comprehensive development of a mixed-use urban extension comprising up to 

 
 
 
 
 
 



700 dwellings including affordable housing, 8,600 sqm. of employment floor space, medical centre, pri-
mary school, community centre, retail, playing fields, children's play space, allotments, amenity open 
space, internal access roads, cycle and footpath routes, & associated landscaping & infrastructure. 
 
It was AGREED that the Committee would object to the application as in the submission drafted by the 
Large Development Sub-Committee. 
 
WD/2018/2541/AI 5 Orchard Parade, Lower  Willingdon  BN20 9PL 
There were NO OBJECTIONS. 
 
WD/2018/2717/F 38 Broad Road,  Lower  Willingdon, BN20 9QU 
This is a two storey extension to side and rear of property to incorporate a ground floor kitchen and 
dining room extension and on the first floor bathroom and dressing room. 
It was AGREED that the committee would object for the following reasons: 
Over-development of the footprint 
Not in keeping with the street scene, so this could set a precedent. 
Intrusive to neighbouring property, 
Overshadows the neighbours, there is also a potential for a loss of light. 
Protruding past the building line at the rear. 
 
WD/2018/2637/F 28 Huggetts Lane, Lower  Willingdon  BN22 0LU 
There were NO OBJECTIONS. 
 

P18/505 Planning Decisions 

Plan Number & Address Decision 

WD/2018/2302/F 85 BROAD ROAD, WILLINGDON, BN20 9QX Approve 

 
The decisions were NOTED. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

P18/506 Planning Enforcement 
 
None currently 
 

 
SK 

P18/507 Neighbourhood Plan/village design statement update 
 
The Clerk’s Report was NOTED. 

 
 
   

P18/508 Brodricklands and Hamlands Farm 
The Clerk’s Report was NOTED. 
 
Written notes of the meeting, would follow. 

 
 
  SK 

P18/509 Urgent items – for noting or referral to next agenda, for Full Council or appropriate 
committee/sub-committee 
None 

 
  SK 

P18/499 Date of next meeting Monday 28th January 2019.  

 
Meeting closed at 7.35 pm 

 
Signed………………………………………………Chairman      Date…………………………….. 


