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The minutes of the PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Held on Monday 17th April 2023 at 7pm 
At the Willingdon Library Hub, Coppice Avenue 

Present:  Cllrs Fran Pritchett (FP), (Chair), Ben Clennell (BC), Howard Coote (HC), Christina Lynn (CL),  
Cllr D Murray (DM), Cllr Ian Nisbett (IN), John Pritchett BEM (JP), Andy Watkins (AW).  
 
In Attendance: Nicola Williamson – Parish Clerk (NW).  

Item Subject Action 
By 

P23/53 Apologies, Substitutes and Councillors absent. 
 
There were apologies from Cllr Nisbet who was away. 
Cllr D Small did not attend. 
These were NOTED.  
 

 

P23/54  The minutes from the meeting held on Monday 3rd April 2023 
The minutes were signed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Fran Pritchett (Chair). 

 
 

 

P23/55 Declaration of interest 
Cllr. Howard Coote declared an interest in WD/2023/0664/MRM as he lives directly opposite 
the site. 

 

P23/56 Public Question Time  
There were no members of public present. 
 

 

  P23/57 Planning applications 
 
WD/2023/0841/FR  41 Gorringe Valley Road, Lower Willingdon, BN20 9SS. 
Proposed erection of front porch extension and a single storey rear extension. 
Members AGREED to OBJECT to the porch in this application because: 
There are no other bungalows with a large porch close by and because of its proposed size it is 
intrusive and will set a precedent in the vicinity. There was no objection to the rear extension. 
 
WD/2023/0896/F  59 Winchester Way, Willingdon, BN22 0JS. 
Proposed erection to the front, part single part two-storey extension to the side, single-storey 
extension to the rear and alterations. 
*Cllr Ben Clennell arrived at 7.04pm.* 

Members commented  and raised concerns that: 
They feel this is a large intrusive extension, leaving very little garden. 
The design is out of keeping with the street scene. 
The proposed extension is out to the boundary line which will impact on the amenity land. 
This is an overdevelopment of the footprint. Doing away with the garage could have an impact 
on parking on the corner of this road. 
 
WD/2023/0664/MRM  The Hindsland, Eastbourne Road, Lower Willingdon, BN20 9NU. 
Outline application with all matters reserved except for access (excluding internal estate roads 
beyond the access to serve the medical centre plot) for demolition of existing vacant dwelling 
and erection of up to 180 no dwellings and medical centre together with all parking, servicing, 
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and on-site open space – appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale for the 180 no. new 
residential units. 
 
The Members except Cllr Watkins AGREED to support the proposal reluctantly but they still 
have some concerns. 
The first is about the safety of the vehicular access turning right onto Eastbourne Road going 
towards Polegate as it is near the top of the hill. This could also cause traffic congestion on a 
road where it is already congested at peak times of the day. 
It is also noted that the planned roads in the application are very narrow being the minimum 
size that is recommended. 
 
It is noted that appropriate and much needed recreational space is not to be provided on this 
site but a payment is required from the developers for provision elsewhere. Members feel WDC 
should be pressed as a matter of urgency for CIL money to be used for recreational land in 
Willingdon and not elsewhere. This money could be set aside to help with the Brodricklands 
Recreation Ground which is going to be very costly to make it an amenity serving the wider 
community as well as including pedestrian and bicycle access from the A2270. The Council 
expects any funds arising from this site to be spent on improving that facility. 
It was mentioned that the garden spaces appear quite small but we presume they meet the 
standards laid down. 
 
Members were pleased that Vistry would be planting lots of trees and shrubs in several areas, 
especially at the front of the estate to form some screening. 
 
We are very concerned that the Medical centre will not be brought forward at the same time as 
the development as it is a much needed facility taking into consideration the problems 
presently being experienced by many with primary care and medical appointments. 
 
Members acknowledged that previous meetings with Vistry had been very helpful and 
informative. 
 

  P23/58 Plan Number Address Decision Comments 
WD/2023/2225/F 3 Orchard Parade, Lower Willingdon, BN29 9PL Approve Approve 

These were NOTED. 

 

  P23/59 Planning Enforcement 
None 

 
    

 

  P23/60 Urgent Items  
NW to send HPEMAC response to planning members. 
Cllr Lynn reported that at Tott Yew Rec the surface around the swinging play equipment has 
become loose and needs attention. NW said the works are in hand. 
Cllr Pritchett reported that there are two water leaks by Brains Butchers and outside 32-34 
Coppice Avenue. When it rains the water collects outside these dwellings and does not drain 
away very quickly since Lightening Fibre have worked along there. Pedestrians have to go into 
the road to avoid the deep water which can be dangerous. NW to report. 

 
  NW 
     
 
    
 NW 

 

  P23/61 Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 2nd May 2023 at 6.45pm 

  

 
Meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 

 
Signed………………………………………………Chair     Date…………………………….. 


